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importance of Noether’s work on differential invariants for contemporary phys- 
ics. Dr. Margherita Hack, Director of the Trieste Astronomical Observatory, 
spoke on “The Role of Women in Science.” 
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Organized by the Latin American Society for the History of Science and Tech- 
nology (LSHST, with offices at the Universidad National in Mexico UNAM) and 
the Seminar for the History of Science (School of Sciences, Universidad de1 
Valle, Cali), the Seminar was the first international meeting held in Latin America 
and devoted to the teaching of the History of Science. It was held at Universidad 
de1 Valle, November 4 to 10, 1984. 
The Seminar had as its main objectives to identify, stimulate, and strengthen 
different experiences in teaching the History of Science in Latin American coun- 
tries, and to promote an active exchange of ideas, research programs, and com- 
parative studies in this discipline. With these objectives in mind, the President of 
the LSHST, Professor Juan Jose Saldaiia, gave a general account at the opening 
ceremony of the present situation and future avenues of development for the 
History of Science in Latin America. This lecture and the many communications 
of the participants recognized the important academic activities under way in this 
field and agreed on the need to promote a series of initiatives to institutionalize 
and professionalize many works being carried out now or planned for the near 
future. 
Useful descriptions of the Hisory of Science in several countries were given by 
several invited lecturers: J. C. G&don (Canada), F. Bevilacqua and G. Bellodi 
(Italy), and H. W. Schtitt (West Germany). This allowed interesting comparisons 
and helped to suggest future worthwhile activities. 
The Latin American participants presented their experiences during three 
workshops whose topics were: (a) History of Science in the curricula (mainly) for 
scientists and engineers; (b) Alternatives for the diffusion of History of Science in 
the region; and (c) Training of Latin American research personnel in the History 
of Science. These discussions were introduced and coordinated by members of 
the Seminar of History of Science at the Universidad de1 Valle: A. Zapata, R. 
Tobon, and L. C. Arboleda, respectively. 
Among important conclusions was a recommendation to the LSHST to con- 
tinue its leadership in the promotion of a series of regional and subregional pro- 
grams in the three areas mentioned above. These programs should lead to the 
establishment of a Latin American Center for Research and Graduate Studies that 
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helps to foster training and research efforts in the region, with an endogenous 
emphasis but with international academic standing. The Journal Quipu (published 
by the LSHST) will serve to disseminate the results of research and teaching 
activities of this Center. 
During the meeting three symposia were held, their topics being: (a) Epistemol- 
ogy and History of Science, with an emphasis on the object and methodology of 
historical research in the region; (b) History of Science and Ethnoscience of Pre- 
Hispanic cultures; and (c) Science in Colombia (New Granada) at the time of the 
Botanical Expedition of Jose C. Mutis (at the end of the 18th century). 
A number of lectures and short talks were included, illustrating a variety of 
interests and approaches to historical studies in progress in Latin America. A 
significant portion of these lectures and talks dealt with studies on the history of 
mathematics in pre-Columbian America and the way that European mathematics 
was transferred to America. Some examples are: “Pre-Columbian Mathematics in 
Colombia” (V. Albis); “Numerical Representation in Some Pre-Columbian Cul- 
tures” (D. Pareja); “The Illustration and Teaching of Mathematics in the New 
Granada” (L. C. Arboleda), and “Physics in Argentina: A Brief Historical Ac- 
count” (Celina A. Lertora). 
Finally it should be mentioned that the Seminar ended with the constitution of 
the Colombian Society for the History of Science and Technology, by 40 Colom- 
bian participants. The new Society elected an Executive Committee including: J. 
Arias de Greiff (Director of the Astronomical Observatory in Bogota) as Presi- 
dent, R. Martinez (Universidad de Antioquia) as Vice President, L. C. Arboleda 
(Universidad de1 Valle) as Executive Secretary, Diana Obregon (Colombian 
School of Medicine) as Treasurer, and J. L. Villaveces (Universidad Nacional- 
Bogota) as Auditor. 
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